The aim of this study is to show how the concept of Spain prevailing today originates from the nationalist ideology pertaining to the 19th century. The creation of this concept served both to justify the new power relations established during the liberal revolution, and to give coherence to a political programme independent of other states and nations. For historiography, the emergence of the concept of the "Spanish nation" had decisive consequences. From history ad usum delphinis, there was a change to a genealogy of Spain where a teleological interpretation justified the formation of a Nation-state then under construction against feudal and absolutist powers. 
The aim of this study is to show how the concept of Spain prevailing today originates from the nationalist ideology pertaining to the 19th century. The creation of this concept served both to justify the new power relations established during the liberal revolution, and to give coherence to a political programme independent of other states and nations. For historiography, the emergence of the concept of the "Spanish nation" had decisive consequences. From history ad usum delphinis, there was a change to a genealogy of Spain where a teleological interpretation justified the formation of a Nation-state then under construction against feudal and absolutist powers.
Historiography, as a part of liberal and romantic thought, was the architect of a temporary, determinist construction, in which the Spanish nation and the Nation-State of the 19th century were inextricably interwoven into one and the same reality with no beginning. Hence, within the historical concept of Spain, there was a meta-story imposing an essential, new memory and which has subsequently been reproduced at different levels in the history of the country´s autonomous regions or in local history, as variations on the principal narrative i . Such an account of history did not emerge from an earlier national reality. In effect, the State was born out of different entities ( feudal states, principalities, kingdoms) amassed by the dynasties of the Old Regime in successive wars, marriage alliances and accidents of fate. The concept of power was regarded as the patrimony of a few interchangeable people, inheritable, conquerable depending on their strengths and ambitions. This power had been geographically attributed as Spanish or Hispanic but had never had any national significance. It was in the year 1812, the same year that the first Spanish constitution, the so-called Cadiz Constitution, was drawn up, that
____________________________
Spain was defined for the first time as a socio-political concept, as an idea which identified a community called "the Spanish nation" and which defined itself as "the coming together of all Spaniards from both hemispheres" in reference to the citizens who lived both in the mother country and in the inherited colonies of the old empire ii .
This was the first social pact between the people who, protected under one State, were no longer subjects but became instead citizens, since the Spanish nationas laid down in article two-"is not, nor can be the patrimony of any family or person".
However, this early concept of nation already contained different perspectives which cannot be forgotten. There was not only the traditionalist and federal viewpoint, but also, above all, the Americanist perspective, which would very soon see itself excluded from the state representation system and cut off in successive wars of independence. So the Spanish nation, once constituted, was immediately greatly reduced in geographical, demographic and cultural terms. As a result, under the new constitutional text of 1837, the interests which defined the nation´s sovereignty belonged exclusively to the peninsula. Moreover, in the name of these national, peninsular interests, equal conditions were denied to the territories of the Antilles and the Philippines.
Thus Spain as a nation was established, not only from ideas, but, above all, from governing interests which nationalised Church and common property, abolished customs duties and protected markets iii . After almost two centuries, the reduction in Spain´s territory in 1812 to that of Spain in the year 2000 reveals significant changes in the role of Spain´s ruling classes on the international arena. Nevertheless, the myth of the nation persists as though that had never happened. The present day Constitution, in force since 1978, does not define territorial borders but does establish in article 2 "the indissoluble unity of the Spanish Nation, the common, indivisible land of all the Spanish people". Between 1812 and 1978, the borders have changed so much that neither the "Spanish Nation" which was constituted subject to political sovereignty, is the same in the one year as in the other, nor is the subsequent nationalism that supports it organised in the same way. iv However, the word Spain and especially the concept of nation associated with it remains an immutable concept. For this reason it is important to unravel the process involved in the construction of the historical discourse of Spanish nationalism, which we accept as if it were objective fact, without venturing to differentiate ideology from empirical content. The following pages are concerned with concrete aspects of the role of history in the construction of Spain as a nation and of the meaning attributed and applied to the historical discourse in its different variants, one concerned with the education and formation of Spanish patriots and one which established the collective memory based on common national pride and a shared social ideal.
1.-Cultural frailty and a strong State
It is worth clarifying the premise for this paper: that the nation-state established during the 19th century had sufficient strength to support cultural nationalism. It is true that in the case of Spain there has been much debate about the weakness of this State, about the fragmentation of the bourgeoisie which sustained it and about the effectiveness of its actions among a mainly illiterate population.
v Despite these limitations, the role of the liberal State as a pillar for the construction of capitalism from the mid-19th century cannot be denied: it was the State that nationalised basic wealth (especially land, mines, railways, etc.), and then immediately privatised it and created the "property-owning class". Through the State, the speculative wealth of early capitalism was forged and through the State the legality of economic development was channelled and adjusted to serve the interests of the ruling classes, who existed thanks to this very same State vi .
At the same time, the State was also the nation´s creator of cultural affairs. It would be a lengthy process to analyse the profound transformation which the role of culture played within the national revolution of liberalism. This occurred in Spain between the final decades of the 18th century with enlightened patriotism and halfway through the 19th century with the manufacturing of a Spain that was so unified in the imagination both culturally and politically. It was a structural transformation which, due to the educational system and, above all, to the press, signified a completely new use of culture. Once the monopoly of the privileged few, the majority of whom were ecclesiastics, this state culture became the support of the new liberal citizens, those with the right to vote due to their income, property, profession or ability. In the imagination of these new middle classes, who were the force behind the liberal revolution, the idea of a common Spain established itself city by city while local and However, the greatest impact of the formulation of a nationalist ideology by the State was in education. Once history was made a compulsory school subject, there was a flood of textbooks summarizing the State´s historical standpoint. Not only did the State control the content of these textbooks, it also established the recruitment procedures for the appointment of teaching professionals. Thanks to the education system, the former subjects of a dynasty became citizens of one and the same nation and patriots with the same interests. All the resources of the new liberal society were deployed in order to preach the civic religion of a whole nation whose identity superimposed its constituent parts and its social contradictions. Moreover, in the work of the historians the nation acquired the status of a scientific account which was fed, in summarised form, into the various textbooks which, from 1838 the State decreed for the teaching of patriotic sentiment in schools. This was a national school , equal for all, which taught Castilian grammar at the same time as the history of Spanish patriotism.
To the great cultural diversity inherited by the liberal State it was necessary to add the ingredients and sew the seeds that would support the collective idea of all that was Spanish. A. Chastel has emphasised that the Church´s resistance to the removal of their most precious consecrated objects was also linked to the general public´s indifference to a heritage which was supposed to be national and common to all but which lacked the social esteem which the State tried to give it. "Manifestations of public appreciation of holy sanctuaries, relics, statues or local treasures does not extend to buildings, to the value of the works themselves" xi . In fact these people, whose consecrated memory these museums hopes to represent hardly ever manifests a desire to protect its heritage but on the contrary is more inclined to want to destroy it, as the manifestation of a traditional order which in moments of crisis tries to be completely eliminated.
The references which, in the works of scholars, mention the indifference of the people, their lack of culture, their ignorance in matters relating to the conservation of their heritage should therefore be regarded from the point of view of the enormous paradox contained within them: the fact that the nationalist, political discourse which justifies this meritorious labour of conservation is in no way a spontaneous manifestation of popular sentiment coming from the people but an ideological construction which has today fully triumphed and which, for that same reason, we consider obvious.
Within this ideological construction the museums and, in general, the elements which make up the so-called "national heritage" have become ambits which house relics which, for one reason or another, have a certain value or a certain social significance. As such, since last century they have acquired increasing value.
R.Hughes, an acclaimed art critic, argues that museums substituted churches as sources of public pride in Western society. Museums did not only present their exhibits, they also represented the importance these exhibits warranted. While they were entrusted with the safe-keeping of objects which were profoundly significant to a certain sector of the population, they were the dedicated custodians of the values which this community claimed to represent xii .
The ideological articulation of these values, however is not something which emerges spontaneously, it is not something which is explicit in the exhibited pieces: this ideological articulation needs a discourse and this discourse is fundamentally political.
As such, it has no single, undeniable expression; it can be the object of wide controversy if the premises on which it is based are not wholly shared. So in the creation of a collective memory linked to the idea of nation and supported by the State, Spain was no exception. Asymmetry emerged In nearly all the nation-states of 19 th century Europe because in some cases it was cultural nationalism that came first and was the force behind political nationalism, as was the case in Germany. In others it was state nationalism that was the driving force behind the cultural assimilation of national homogenisation through acculturation, as was the case of France.
For this reason, instead of constructing the history of Spanish nationalism from the accounts of a few writers and politicians who had something to say about Spain´s reality, one should study it as part of the State´s endeavours to create a national identity for itself and as an expression of economic interests which aimed quite openly to unify the multiple aspects of the economy, while still allowing different cultural loyalties to survive. This could well have been the case of the Catalonian bourgeosie, for example. xiii We should therefore analyse the political drive of Spanish nationalism from the Cadiz Courts until the "glorious revolution" of 1868, to the cry of "Spain with honour" as part of the process of the creation of the nation-state´s middle class and of its social and economic position, (above all in the Spanish market). It was, of course, a process that was not incompatible in those decades with sectorial organisations nor with local or regional loyalties. These survived and were transformed by the economic revolution brought about by a capitalism that can, in no way only be identified with industrialism.
2.-The ritualization of the State
If the political and social order of class and feudal privileges of previous centuries, xiv was broken up and revolutionised under the aegis of the nation´s sovereignty, if this new nation preached and declared its sovereignty and established laws and regulations xv , then logically and coherently, this nation, that is Spain, became the object or purpose towards which the actions of its component parts were to be directed and thereby make it the personal property of all citizens. "Love of the Fatherland" was therefore declared to be a fundamental obligation (as stated in the same article 2 of the 1812 Cadiz Constitution) and from then onwards there was a constant appeal on behalf of the fatherland to mobilise resources, ideas, make wars or to decree the nationalisation of property and introduce customs duties, for example.
It is worth mentioning at this point how the value of symbolic language acquired new importance in this process. It was not enough just to promote in the public memory the heroic deeds, national heroes, works of art which would inspire patriotic feeling, it was also necessary to reformulate certain historical circumstances from a perspective which was both as Spanish and as national as it was Catholic and monarchist. In fact, the transference from fact to symbols in order to forge public opinion was made evident in the commemorations of the nation´s major historical events. A description of the most significant of these commemorations is sufficient to demonstrate the direction taken by Spanish nationalism from the end of the 19 th century.
The first major historical centenary was celebrated in 1881. The motive was provided by a literary figure of the Spanish Golden Age, that of the playwright Pedro Calderón de la Barca (1600-1681), whose work had become popular, since the end of the 18 th century, with the German Romantics who had laid the foundations of the essence of nationalism. Compared to modern, lay playwrights, such as Shakespeare and Molière, Calderón represented the expression of the "Spanish soul", a nation whose essence was defined precisely by a militant Catholicism. This was a quality which, in 1881, some of the liberals organising the event considered to be a limitation, while for the conservatives it was its most important cultural merit. It was however a centenary attended by almost the whole of the intelligentsia, who, despite their different political adherences, were unanimous in their adherence to Spain and to cultural nationalism. The most spectacular part of the celebrations was the public procession from Madrid town hall, in the hands of the liberals, with a special gathering of a commission of journalists with representatives from the major newspapers ranging from the conservative La Epoca to the republican El Liberal and including El Imparcial, the highest participation in this event coming from intellectuals linked to the last two papers.
Floats from a wide range of institutions and associations paraded along the six kilometres of streets during the grandiose commemorative event. At the head of the parade were the actors, preceded by the music of a battalion and prior to this there were twenty-five horses of the Guardia Civil all greeted with "applause and joyful cheering". There were floats representing the different trades, citizens organisations and public institutions, ranging from the blacksmiths and locksmiths guild, the Society of Mutual Aid for artists, the Promotion of the Arts (with a press as its emblem), masons, teachers, the Merchants´ Union, the press floats, cultural associations, the army, city and town councils such as Zalamea, Toledo and Granada, whose councillors were preceded by "handsome pages bearing the shield of the Catholic Kings and a herald bearing the glorious Christian ensign placed by the Count of Tendilla in the Vela Tower ". Ending the procession were the floats of Spain and the city council. Of course the whole retinue was escorted by hussars as well as by Civil
Guards who guaranteed the "smooth advance of the procession" through the streets. It was an "event the likes of which had never been seen before" in the history of "solemn celebrations", a "noble manifestation of national fervour" which hoped to "leave an indelible mark on the ardent imaginations of youth and infants…[associating] them with the veneration of the glories of the fatherland" xvi .
This homage was not just honouring the playwright´s genius but was also a homage to the nation. It was designed to "draw the attention of other nations " according to the official newspaper of conservative liberalism-to an event in the organisation of which we have imitated nobody and indeed perhaps the foreigners who have honoured us with their presence on this solemn occasion may have a fair amount to learn from our original and inventive character" xvii . It was a nationalism which suffered from evident complexes before other nations, despite these proclamations of creative originality. It also covered matters which were seemingly trivial but which had huge popular impact, such as declaring that the food offered by journalists to the foreign press invited to the event was "a typically Spanish lunch, which included the national Valencian paella" The wines were of course also national and led to the comment that "when tasted by the foreigners all were of the just opinion that this nation has rightly been called the wine cellar of Europe" xviii . Agreement was not, however, unanimous. There were reactionary sectors who were of the opinion that the Catholic nature of Calderón had not been sufficiently highlighted. xix These were no doubt minority forces but were influential ideologically and intellectually.
There was greater nationalist consensus over the fourth centenary of the discovery of America. According to La Epoca the faith and monarchist patriotism of this achievement expressed the destiny of a "chosen people" while for El Liberal it signified the superiority of a nation that took progress to the Americans. They all agreed that it was the most significant contribution of a united Spain, strengthened by the Catholic On should recall at this point the thoughts of one of the most respected Spanish intellectuals. Ortega y Gasset synthesised convincingly a Castilian-centralism, which was, without doubt a key factor in understanding Spain´s cultural and political collapse. There is no need to repeat the thesis which served as our premise, that Spain was created as a nation in the 19th century and that the expedient of history was a decisive factor in the configuration of Spanish nationalism. One could also add that the role given to the Castilian language and literature was equally important. In fact the elimination of linguistic and cultural diversity was as essential to the construction of national homogeneity as the removal of political and social barriers which impeded the free movement of individuals. In this respect, the Castilian language still holds its place as the national language to such an extent that it would take pages to list all the measures introduced by the State in favour of Castilian, while the Catalan, Basque and 
3.-Old memories and new problems
In previous pages we have outlined the change which took place in historiographical concepts as a result of the emergence of the nation-state coinciding with the liberal revolution of the 19 th century. In the eyes of the liberals, the nation´s existence was based on a citizens´ agreement or contract. But it was also the culmination of a long historical process which had given the country the special argued that in the cultural revolution of the information era the important thing is not so much to commit factual data to memory, as to master the retrieval tools necessary to find these data. The traditional idea of knowledge as the capacity of keeping in mind a considerable amount of more or less relevant information was suitable in the age before computers, but it is not particularly useful in today's society, which has a cultural potentiality that we do not even suspect xxxii .
Spain has also witnessed a debate on the changing character of the teaching of
Humanities, but here it took a peculiar twist. Analysts were not particularly concerned with educational issues, but rather with the impact of historical discourses of emergent nationalist claims and their projection into education. In order to understand this it should be remembered that the current bill on education -which was issued in 1990-gave the central government the capacity of establishing the minimum educational requirements which have to be common for all the students throughout the state; however, the autonomies were empowered to regulate a considerable part of the syllabus: up to 45% in the autonomies with their own language (Catalonia, the Basque Country and Galicia) and 35% in the rest of them. The idea was that the educational system must fit into the constitutional framework of the state, which is based on the existence of the abovementioned autonomies.
This arrangement has particularly affected the teaching of Humanities. The different communities have made use of their attributions in the regulation of the syllabus and have stressed the study on local history, geography or literature, on the peculiarities, which justify the raison d´etre of a given autonomy. The pedagogic rationale behind this stress on localism is that students can get a better understanding of the abstract issues addressed by Humanities if they are able to apply them to their own environment.
With all this in mind, it is easy to understand that widespread failure to provide right answers to simple historical questions becomes in Spain a major political issue and not like in other European countries a matter of educational concern. It is not perceived as a sign of declining or changing educational standards, but rather as a token that something is going wrong with the political articulation of the country. The idea is that if future citizens do not recognize the landmarks of Spanish history, the common references of the nation´s past, they will feel no attachment to the state. Instead local perspectives, deemed as narrow-minded and parochial, have replaced these common references and for some analysts this is a clear indication of the irreversible breakdown of Spain's unity.
From the beginning the debate took this political orientation. Articles in the media were dedicated to compare school texts from different autonomies showing the different perspective or stress they lay upon the same historical events. The word "falsehoods"
was widely used to refer to the interpretations of history, which these school texts contended. Basque and Catalan nationalists were singled out as inventors of traditions, of a mythical past, whose learning they were trying to encourage in the younger generations as part of a calculated and long-term political strategy aiming at the achievement of independence from the central government. These arguments were actively taken up by the ruling conservative party, who thought that the regional education authorities were deliberately underplaying the concept of Spain.
The debate was polemical but failed to produce fresh pluralist perspectives.
Central government has resolved the matter with a decree which more or less imposes a nationalist view which is not the only one nor the broadest, though they have not been able to break the constitutional framework and regional governments maintain a quota of history in the syllabus which cannot be taken away. There is no space here to describe all the aspects involved in this political and historiographic debate, in which both political forces and the highest academic authorities have participated xxxiii . The fact is that in Spain today there is clearly a battle to use history in the school curriculum, be it to form Spaniards or to form Basques, Canary Islanders, Galicians... and in this battle Spanish nationalism is on the offensive.
The persisting framework of nationalist references in a discipline such as history, which presumes to have undergone significant advances both in methodology and in content during the last century, is a complex matter. In order to explain it one has to take into account a certain number of factors. The first of these derives from the very nature of the historical narrative, a narrative necessarily based on the selection of events. This narrative fits perfectly with the premises of a nationalist discourse which operates with a selective logic regarding the past. Thus is selects those events in the nation´s historical evolution which create emotional sentiment with regard to its history, which must never be perceived as something distant or neutral but closely linked to the present. The aim is to construct a narrative in which people are the protagonists, emphasising the differences between the people of this nation and others. This narrative transmits a dual message: on the one hand, it is a declaration that the people of the nation have existed in the past and still exist in the present and, on the other, that deriving from this, there is a legacy from the past, a legacy which demands a commitment to carrying out a future plan. Legacy, commitment, political plan are the three basic premises of nationalist ideologies and constitute the message which is always implicit in the historical narrative which supports them.
The political dimension that the shaping of a historical memory acquires always demands that those responsible for shaping this memory, that is to say, professional historians, adopt some sort of stance. It is to them we turn when we need someone to sanction nationalist claims of one kind or another. Generally isolated in their limited specialised areas, these historians perceive that their work is subjected to intense political and social scrutiny in such a way that it becomes a matter of political controversy between the various parties in confrontation with each other over national claims of whatever ilk. Professional historians do not feel particularly comfortable in this situation. They prefer to see themselves as "experts", as the impartial seekers of historical truth with no agenda or political objectives. In fact, although not explicit decoding the tacit or unconscious nationalisms which circulate via osmosis through the most rigorous and respected works of our profession is bothersome to them xxxiv .
In This was a process which, once started, continued to unfold due to the advantages of sharing the same language and a collective memory. There was even a attempt to create an identity by exalting the heroes of May 2nd 1808 and rejecting the French.
However, there was an internal dynamic operating which was unlike that of other countries. In 19 th century Spain, at the same time as these processes were unfolding from the State, other rival processes were also emerging with a pluralist outlook as far The fact is that we have attributed to Spain or to the respective autonomous region the quality of objects which must be intrinsically homogeneous and must therefore have different boundaries and qualities. We have created models of reality and made such political divisions into something unquestionable and have thus constructed the past as fixed, compact entities . Collective memory of this type can block or short-circuit the possibilities of cultural encounters and the understanding of historical processes as something in permanent flow and transformation, something that is not only decisive for the internal relationship of Spain and its Regional Autonomies but also for understanding the history of the whole in relation to other societies and cultures. That is why, when the map of Spain today is shown globally and in the Regions it should be compulsory to explain that they may have different boundaries and that each current political entity grew out of different parts and processes, from chance to the easily analysable conflicts of interests, from the internal divisions of the ruling classes and the external impositions of other stronger countries . The collective memory cannot create blind spots and to avoid turning today´s borders into dogmas it is only fair to remember that they have all been and are still today, in a state of flux.
Of course today the boundaries cannot be justified as divine providence but at times in many texts or proposals it appears that provident destiny is behind the national or autonomous reality just to ensure that they can be governed by their current political leaders. This can apply to Spain or to each of the Autonomous Regions because in either case almost divine premises are in operation and the borders appear as the fossils of an irremovable historical reality or even expansionist as in the case of Euskal Herria. It is therefore historical memory that endorses a map and territorial divisions which, can certainly not be described as indivisible neither for Spain nor for the Regions, whatever the Constitution or the Regional Statutes say. It was wars, conflicts, feudal legacies that defined the forever-changing borders which each political entity -State or Regional-now presents as held together by teleological criteria up until the present. What is more, in the case of Spain, teleology almost makes teleology, because its development often appears in the textbooks as the expansion of a Christian settlement extending its language and culture from the meseta throughout the globe.
So, due to a failure to define it , Spanish nationalism has been confused with the history of Spain, since the times of the Cadiz Courts. It is difficult to distinguish it from the general political history where the concept of Spain is based on the unquestionable assumption that the State is one single entity, which is itself the diminished legacy of a monarchy whose many possessions once scattered the globe.
It´s vaguely-defined, ever-changing borders are also the result of chance however much we map them as immutable since prehistoric times. This is an anachronism which is endlessly repeated in all the books and is so clearly ideological and sectarian spreading myths instead of knowledge, that it should be urgently banished. Spain is a nation which was formed as a result of the expansive trends which drove the Nation-State created in the Cadiz Courts to establish itself as the only significant national entity. Its historical development should not only be analysed through an analysis of ideas but rather through unravelling the different interests involved in such a sovereign concept and in that Spain which, above all, was created fundamentally, from the start as a "home market for the sale of church lands". Hence, what looks conceptually like the fluctuations, weaknesses or breakdown of Spanish nationalism -from the 19th century-should be analysed from a different point of view and with different content. We should look at the economic and social aspects at play, analyse the origins of the ruling elite and the identities which persisted for two centuries of the single State´s existence among broad sectors placed on the side-lines or opposed to the idea of the Spanish nation from a perplexing situation of semi-integration. ** ** ** ** ** ** ** xvii La Época, 25 de mayo de 1881 xviii Ibidem.
xix The homage had foreign guests, Menéndez Pelayo threw his traditionalist slogans with a provocative intention: "A toast for the catholic faith which is the sustantive, the essence, and the greater and more beautiful of our theology, of our philosophy, of our literature and our art, (...) a toast for the Spanish nation, amazon of the latin race, of which it was shield and barrier against the Germanic basrbarism" (Barcelona, 2000.) xxxi This is not the place to discuss in detail these issues, but it is necessary to mention that in Spain these days the two main political parties (the conservative Partido Popular and the Partido Socialista Obrero Español) are producing a considerable amount of literature on the topic of "constitutional patriotism" and on how Spain should be organised in order to deal with identities and histories of different peoples.
xxxii See, J. Sutherland, "Do these results matter?", in The Guardian, 28 th , October, 2000 xxxiii It should be mentioned here the publication of a collective work by the Real Academia de la Historia in which members of this institution decided that the occasion was ripe to put into practice one of the aims of the Academy included in its founding statutes written back in 1738: "to clarify the important truth of the events, dismissing the fables created by ignorance or malice"; see, España. Reflexiones sobre el ser de España, Real Academia de la Historia, Madrid, 1997 . See a criticism to this volume in J. S. Pérez Garzón en EL PAÍS, 9 de diciembre de 1998. See also, José Mª Ortiz de Orruño, ed., Historia y sistema educativo, Ayer, nº 30 (1998) .
